CHAPTER IV,

IDEALS OF CULTURE.

(1864.)

"Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

TENNYSON, " Ulysses"

WIDER aims and weaker health had not put an end
to Mr. Ruskin's connection with the Working Men's
College, though he did not now teach a drawing-class
regularly. He had, as he said," the satisfaction of knowing
that they had very good masters in Messrs. Lowes Dickin-
son, Jeffrey and Cave Thomas," and his work was else-
where. He was to have lectured there on December 19th,
1863 ; but he did not reach home until about Christmas ;
better than he had been ; and ready to give the promised
address on January 30th, 1864. Beside which he used to
visit the place occasionally of an evening to take note of
progress, and some of his pupils were now more directly
under his care.

This more than ten years' connection with a very
practical work of education must not be forgotten when
we try to estimate his ideals of culture and social arrange-
ments, which hasty readers are apt to suppose the table-talk
of an arm-chair philosopher. So energetic a man, one who

36 mountains, continents, and strata are
